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POTABLE WATER RATE SCHEDULE 
THE BIRMINGHAM WATER WORKS OF 

THE CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2023 

 
All water furnished except that used for extinguishment of fire shall be sold by meter 
measurement, at the following rates, plus the base service charges as hereinafter provided: 
 

Monthly Per Hundred Cubic Feet (CCF) 
Residential & Irrigation Rates for Customers 
1-3 CCF $2.73 
4-15 CCF $4.52 
>15 CCF $7.91 
Commercial Rates & All Other Customers 
Per CCF $4.32 
Wholesale Rates 
Per CCF $3.55 

 
Wholesale Accounts with a base service charge will be charged monthly for the amount agreed 
upon or water used for that month, whichever is greater. 
              

IRRIGATION RATES 
 

Schedule A – Irrigation 2nd Accounts 
New Home – 2 New Services Potable Tap Exterior Service 

Only 
Total 

System Development Fee (One Time 
Only) 

$1,000.00 $0 $1,000.00 

Tap Fee (One Time) $768.00 $384.00 $1,152.00 
Base Service Charge (Monthly)    

5/8 Inch Meter $25.92 $12.96 $38.88 
3/4 Inch Meter $34.37 $17.19 $51.56 
1 Inch Meter $51.73 $25.87 $77.60 

1st meter is billed at residential rate on page – 2; 2nd meter is billed at residential rate on page - 2 
Existing Home – 2nd Services Added    
System Development Fee (One Time Only) N/A $0 $0 
Tap Fee (One Time) N/A $384.00 $384.00 
Base Service Charge (Monthly)    

5/8 Inch Meter N/A $12.96 $12.96 
3/4 Inch Meter N/A $17.19 $17.19 
1 Inch Meter N/A $25.87 $25.87 

2nd meter is billed at > 15CCF residential rate on page – 2 
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BASE SERVICE CHARGES 
 
The foregoing rates are in addition to the following Base Service Charge that varies with the 
account’s meter size. 
 

Meter Size Monthly Charge 
5/8 inch $25.92 
3/4 inch $34.37 

1 inch $51.73 
1 1/2 

inch 
$93.61 

2 inch $146.55 
3 inch $309.93 
4 inch $467.43 
6 inch $899.12 
8 inch $1,415.45 

10 inch $2,012.12 
 
 

FIRE SERVICE CONNECTIONS 
 
Fire service connection serving facilities located on property other than public streets or roads 
shall be paid for based on the size of the connection to the Board’s supply main and shall be 
subject to the provisions contained on the form titled “Special Service Agreement”. The following 
annual charges shall apply: 
 

Size of connection Annual Charge 
< 4 inches $346.80 

4 inches $422.76 
6 inches $677.64 
8 inches $1,022.04 

10 inches $2,548.44 
12 inches $5,877.00 
16 inches $8,683.68 

 
The above charges shall apply regardless of the type of protection device that is connected to the 
customer’s fire protection system. 
 

MUNICIPAL AND PUBLIC FIRE HYDRANT 
Fire hydrants located on public streets shall be charged $231.72 ($19.31) effective October 1, 
2022. This rate will be increased to $246.60 ($20.55) on October 1, 2023. Fire hydrant installation 
fee $3,269.00. 
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NON-POTABLE RAW WATER RATES 
MONTHLY MINIMUM CHARGE 

 
Water shall be paid for at the following rates: 

 
In consideration of the readiness to furnish such services, customer will pay a monthly base 
service charge which varies with the size of the account’s meter size: 
 

Meter Size Monthly Service Charge 
< 2 inch $74.54 

3 inch $163.36 
4 inch $241.35 
6 inch $453.20 
8 inch $705.99 

10 inch $996.13 
12 inch $1,779.2

9 
16 inch $2,612.8

9 
18 inch $3,244.4

1 
20 inch $4,015.1

7 
30 inch $7,791.7

2 
 
 

Average daily consumption based on meter 
readings 

Net Rate 

Per 100,000 gallons $179.86 
Per CCF 1.346 

 
 

Connection Fees (Taps) 
< 1 inch $768.00 
2 Inch $3,246.00 
2 inch At cost 
System Development Fees 
5/8 $1,000.00 
3/4  $1,000.00 
1 $1,000.00 
2 $5,890.00 
4 $16,450.0

0 
6 $32,890.0

0 
8 $52,630.0

0 
10 $75,660.0

0 
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Customer Account Fees 
Establishment fee (ESTF) $43.00 
Reconnection fee (RCON) $63.00 
Reconnection fee > 2 inch (RCON) $101.00 
Meter lock fee (MTLF) $69.00 
Meter pull fee (MTPF) $56.00 
Unauthorized use penalty 1st (UUP1) $108.00 
Unauthorized use penalty 2nd (UUP2) $540.00 
Return check fee (RCKF) $37.00 
Account transfer fee (ACTR) $43.00 
Meter testing fee (MTTF) $126.00 
Meter testing fee > 2 inch (MTTF) $189.00 
After hours service fee (AHSF) $107.00 
2nd Account Re-read (SRRC) $37.00 
Emergency shut-off (BOP) $37.00 
Deposits for residential customers w/sewer $120.00 
Deposits for residential customers non/sewer $60.00 
Deposits for Portable Fire Hydrant Meter $1250.0

0 
 
 
Deposits for commercial customers (Average Consumption times three + (plus) Base Service 
Charge per Meter Size) average bill times three) 
 

● System Development Charges:  System Development Charges (SDC’s) are used to 
recover the costs of making system capacity available for future customers.  By 
recovering these capital costs through fees charged to new users connecting to the 
system, the utility provides for a more equitable cost distribution than would exist if 
capacity costs were included in the rates paid by existing customers. 

 
● Connection Fees: Application for service connection shall be accompanied by payment 

of a Connection Fee to the Water Board for each service connection, subject to amounts 
set forth below. 

 
o Connection Fee for service connections one-inches (1”) and smaller in diameter shall 

be $768.00. 
 

o Connection Fee for service connections two-inches (2”) in diameter shall be 
$3,246.00. 

 
o Connection Fee for service connections larger than two-inch (2”) shall be an amount 

equal to all expenses incurred for labor and materials, plus overhead. 
 
Theft of Service Fee      
 
● In the event a customer is using water without a contract on an existing service the 

customer will be shut off and required to pay additional fees. 
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● When a new tenant moves in prior to the theft of service, they are not responsible for 
the additional fees. These fees may be applied to the final bill that is sent to the customer 
responsible for the account when theft occurred.                                
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● Main Fee: The “Main Fee” for service connections (except for single family residential 
dwellings), regardless of diameter, shall be calculated for water mains installed at the total 
expense of the Board or with the limited assistance of the government of the United 
States of America at $37.00 per linear foot of the property to be served which abuts the 
roadway in which the water main is located.  Single family residential dwellings will be 
charged a lump sum main fee in the amount of $5,284.00 for each service connection and 
an Administrative Fee of $10.00. 

 
● Landlocked Premises: The “Main Fee” for “Landlocked” premises shall be $5284.00 for 

each service connection. 
 

● Establishment Fee: The establishment fee is charged to a new customer where an existing 
service is becoming active. This fee recovers the customer service cost associated with 
activating a new account. 

 
● Reconnection Fee: The reconnection fee is charged to restore service for a delinquent 

account. This fee recovers the cost of shutting off and restoring service. 
 

Example to restore service 
Total account balance due $75.00 
Reconnection $63.00 
Deposit $120.00 
Total $258.00 
If restored after 3:00 PM the balance is 
increased by the after-hours fee 

$107.00 

Total + after-hours fee $365.00 
 
 

● First Theft of Service: The unauthorized usage penalty is charged when water service is 
shut off for illegal usage. This fee covers the cost of disconnecting the service. 

 
Example to restore service 
Total account balance due $75.00 
Reconnection $63.00 
Unauthorized penalty $108.00 
Deposit $120.00 
Total $366.00 
If restored after 3:00 PM the balance is 
increased by the after-hours fee 

$107.00 

Total + after-hours fee $473.00 
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● 2nd Theft of Service: The unauthorized usage penalty is charged when water service is 
shut off for illegal usage. This fee covers the cost of disconnecting the service. 

 
Example to restore service 
Total due from 1st occurrence $473.00 
Unauthorized penalty $540.00 
Total $1,013.00 
If restored after 3:00 PM the balance is 
increased by the after-hours fee 

$107.00 

Total + after-hours fee $1,120.00 
 

o Additional fees may apply,  such as Meter Lock fee or Meter Pull fee.   
     

● 3rd Theft of Service: The unauthorized usage penalty is charged when water service is 
Killed at the Main for illegal usage. This fee covers the cost of disconnecting the service. 

 
Example to restore service 
Total due from 2nd occurrence $1,013.00 
Killed at Main/Tap $1,768.00 
Total $2,781.00 

 
● Return Check Fee:  A customer receives a returned check “NSF” when a check or 

electronic payment is not honored by the bank due to insufficient funds and any other 
reasons. The charge recovers the administrative costs associated with handling the 
returned check. 

 
● Account Transfer Fee: The transfer fee is charged to transfer the account of an existing 

customer from one point of service to another. This fee recovers the administrative cost 
of closing one account and opening another including the necessary meter readings. 

 
● After Hours Fee: The after-hours fee is charged to an account that requests services after 

3:00 PM. 
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November 7, 2022 
 
Geraldine S. Davis 
Manager of Customer Support Services 
Birmingham Water Works Board 
P.O. Box 830110 
Birmingham, AL 35283-0110  
 
RE:  Rate Adjustment For 2023 

Riverview Sewer System 
 
Dear Ms. Davis, 
 
SouthWest Water Company (SWWC) has completed its calculations regarding rate adjustments 
associated with the SWWC Riverview Sewer System. Therefore, please accept this correspondence 
as formal notice that the Riverview Sewer System rates for calendar year 2023 will be modified as 
indicated below.  
 
The following rates will be effective as of January 1, 2023: 
 
 Demand Charge .......$210.92 per 1,000 gallons of reserved capacity 
  
 Use Charge .............$4.26 per CCF of water consumed 
 
This notice is provided pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of Section 20 of the 
purchase agreement between the Shelby County GUSC and SWWC Utilities, Inc.  
 
Please contact me if you have any questions regarding the above rates. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Guy Locker, P.E. 
General Manager 
 
c:  Michael Johnson, BWWB General Manager (via email) 
  file 
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